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Delta College

1961 Delta Road, 
University Center MI, 48710 

Dear Faculty and Fellow Students,

What do students from Delta College have in common with college students from Kenya?  Plenty!  
Delta College has had “sister relationships” with Tracom College and the Rift Valley Institute of Science and Technology, both in Nakuru, Kenya, for over 20 years. As a class project, our Business Communications class, taught by Kimberly Robins, began communicating with students from our sister colleges.  Through Facebook and e-mail, we shared stories of our schools, studies, and social lives.  
One of our Kenya contacts, Vanne O., is a 21-year-old fellow college student.  She is graduating from Tracom College this year with a Business Information and Technology degree.  Like many of us, she is in the process of deciding whether to further her degree.  Vanne decided to study business because she wants to be a leader and live a prosperous life.  One of her major goals is to obtain a green card so she can visit the United States.  While here, Vanne would like to study business to learn the differences in our business practices.  She feels this is very important to her future career. 
Vanne is a member of the Kisii tribe who occupy the Kisii Highlands in Nyanza in western Kenya.  Because this region is the most fertile and populated area in Kenya, the Kisii are one of the most successful tribes.  Many prosperous tea and coffee plantations are found here, giving the Kisii substantial economic and financial power.  Kisii families are normally large and unified with families living close to each other.  They tend to share their daily activities such as cooking and farming.  Vanne lives in a less traditional middle class family with professional parents.  Her father is an accountant and her mother is a teacher.  She has four sisters and one brother.  Vanne spends much of her time either going to school or hanging out with her friends.

In many regions of Kenya, relationships and dating practices are similar to ours.  Where Vanne lives, the average engagement age for women is 25, and for men 30.  The age of consent is only 16.  When meeting someone, a Kenyan will greet him extensively.  Shaking hands is normal between men when meeting and departing.  Women also shake hands with each other, but with men only in circles that are more sophisticated.  Kenyans naturally touch each other easily, like in Latin cultures.  The left hand is seen as unhygienic, so the right hand is used to pass things or to touch somebody.  Pointing your finger at someone is seen as rude.  Many Kenyans dress conservatively.  The men wear shirts and long trousers, often with a blazer or sweater.  Women often wear long trousers or skirts below the knee.

None of us knew what to expect from our communications, but we were pleasantly surprised by how friendly and willing to share the Kenyan college students are.  Perhaps most surprising is how similar their cares and concerns are to ours, though their culture is strikingly different.  This has been a valuable learning experience for our class.  We came away with a new knowledge, understanding, and respect of a different culture.  Many of us plan to continue our friendships.  
Sincerely,

Eulah Wallace

Adam Lewis

Diane Sorg
